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NEWS AND COMMENTS 

Arrangements are practically completed for the meeting of the Mis- 
sissippi valley historical association which is to take place in Chicago, 
April 26-28, with the Chicago historical society and the Newberry li- 
brary acting as hosts. Mr. Way of Beloit college, who has had 
the program in charge, has had the assistance of a capable com- 
mittee; he has been greatly aided in particular by the cooperation 
of Dr. 0. L. Schmidt and Miss Caroline Mcllvaine of the Chica- 
go historical society and Mr. Augustus Shearer of the Newberry 
library. A special eifort has been made to make the meetings of such a 
nature as to awaken the interest of the people of Chicago; the first ses- 
sion, for example, is to be devoted to the subject of pageantry and state 
celebrations. Papers will be read by Mr. Sobel of Purdue on ' ' Pageant 
possibilities, ' ' by Mr. Lindley of Earlham on ' ' Possibilities in state cele- 
brations," by Mr. Pease of Illinois on the "Illinois centennial history;" 
and then the members will be given the opportunity of seeing the movie 
production, ' ' Indiana, ' ' which illustrates the events of the Indiana cen- 
tennial. 

For Thursday evening Mr. Paxson has chosen as the subject of his 
presidential address "The rise of sport, 1876-1893." At other sessions 
papers will be read by Mr. James of Northwestern on ' ' The value of the 
memoir of George Rogers Clark;" by Mr. Cole of Illinois on "President 
Lincoln and the Illinois radical republicans;" by Mr. Gibson of Wabash 
college on "The collapse of the confederacy;" by Mr. Sweet of DePauw 
on ' ' The coming of the circuit rider across the mountains ; " by Mr. Pel- 
zer of Iowa on "Glimpses of some Mississippi river posts;" by Mr. 
Bsarey of Indiana university on "The pioneer aristocracy;" by Miss 
Ruth Gallaher of Iowa on "The military-Indian frontier, 1830-1835;" 
and by Mr. Hockett of Ohio university on "The federalist party in the 
west." Messrs. Stevens of Minnesota, Blegen of Milwaukee, Holbrook 
of Minnesota, and Peck of Grinnell will also give papers. 

The teachers' section, under the direction of Mr. Thomas, superin- 
tendent of public instruction in Nebraska, promises to be unusually 
profitable. There will be three papers, by Mr. Tryon of the university 
of Chicago, Mr. Vilas of Missouri, and Mr. Williams of Indiana, followed 
by general discussions. It is hoped that the teachers of Cook county will 
lend their support and help make this session a notable success. 
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The customary luncheons and entertainments will be provided ; and 
arrangements have been made to allow those who so desire to view the 
Gunther and Ayer collections as well as those of the Chicago historical 
society. Altogether a rare treat awaits all members and friends of the 
association who are fortunate enough to attend. 

Our association played an important part in the meeting of the Ameri- 
can historical association at Cincinnati. Following the custom instituted 
at Chicago two years ago, the members of the Mississippi Valley histori- 
cal association assembled at an informal dinner on Tuesday evening, 
December 26. The date was a little early for a full attendance, but 
some two score were present. Informal reports from the president and 
acting secretary-treasurer, and from a number of the committees, fol- 
lowed the dinner. These reports showed that the association is in better 
financial condition than ever before, largely owing to the raising of the 
dues since the last annual meeting. A discussion over the subject of 
state history in the high schools aroused much interest. 

Shortly before the meeting the association was asked to take charge of 
the conference of teachers in secondary schools, scheduled for Thursday 
morning, December 28. In the absence of the chairman and secretary 
of the regular committee, Mr. James A. Sullivan of Albany, New York, 
presided. Formal papers were presented by Mr. Carl T. Pray of the 
state normal school, Ypsilanti, Michigan, and Mr. Glen Levin Swiggett, 
of the United States bureau of education. Mr. Fray's paper was dis- 
cussed by Miss Victoria A. Adams of Chicago, and Mr. Swiggett 's by Mr. 
Frank P. Goodwin of Cincinnati. There was also an animated discus- 
sion of the topic "The teaching of history as affected by the present 
war," in which Mr. Albert E. McKinley, of the university of Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr. Samuel B. Harding, of Indiana state university, Miss Shirley 
Farr, of the university of Chicago, and others participated. 

The formal joint session M'ith the American historical association oc- 
curred Friday afternoon, December 29. Papers were presented by Mr. 
James A. James, Northwestern university; Mr. R. C. McGrane, univer- 
sity of Cincinnati; Mr. James R. Robertson, Berea college; and Mr. 
Ernest A. Smith, Salt Lake City. Mr. Charles E. Chapman, university 
of California; Mr. Homer J. Webster, university of Pittsburgh; Mr. 
David Y. Thomas, university of Arkansas ; and Mr. E. M. Coulter, uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, took part in the discussion. 

Pageants in Great Britain and the United States (New York. 1916), is 
the title of a bibliography presented for graduation, in the library school 
of the New York public library by Caroline Hill Davis. The wide scope 



Vol. Ill, No. 4 Notes and Comments 571 

of the work is certain to make it of service ; the topics treated are : bib- 
liography, general works, Shakespearean festivals and pageants, pageants 
in Great Britain and Canada, pageants in the United States, and cos- 
tume. 

The much-discussed problem of the teaching of modem history brings 
forth two articles in the March History teacher's magazine : Mr. Parker 
Thomas Moon writes of "Laboratory methods of teaching contemporary 
history at Columbia university," and Mr. Geroid Robinson, of Leland 
Stanford Junior university, tells of the growing tendency among the 
high schools of California to emphasize modern at the expense of ancient, 
mediaeval, and English history. An account of "Newark's 250th anni- 
versary celebration: its historic features," is rich in suggestions for any 
who are ambitious to plan effective commemorative exercises for city or 
state. Mr. A. T. Olmstead of the university of Missouri describes "A 
visit to Babylon," which will also be found to be well worth reading. 

Lafayette, by Martha Foote Crow, is a new addition to the "True 
stories of great Americans" series (New York: Macmillan company, 
1916. 201 p. $.50). It is a well-told, popular story and deserves to win 
success for its writer and its publisher. The special interest now exist- 
ing in the relations between Prance and the United States will make it 
unusually timely. 

The Iowa journal of history and politics, January, 1917, makes three 
contributions to the history of its state which are distinctly worth while : 
"Special legislation in Iowa," by Ivan L. Pollock; "Recent liquor legis- 
lation," by Dan E. Clark; and "History of the Congregational church 
of Iowa City," by Joseph S. Heffner. 

The Virginia magazine of history and hiograpky for January contains 
several documents relative to the economic condition on the Kentucky 
frontier; they are edited by David I. Bushnell, Jr., under the title, 
"Daniel Boone at Limestone, 1786-1787." The magazine also contains 
the conclusion of the series of the "Extracts from the Virginia Gazette.^' 

The leading articles in the Journal of the Illinois state historical soci- 
ety for April, 1916, are: "Abraham Lincoln," a speech made by ex- 
Governor Edward F. Dunne before the Annunciation club of Buffalo, 
New York, on February 15, 1916; "A modern knight errant: Edward 
Dickinson Baker," by James II. Matheny; "Journey from Urbana, Illi- 
nois, to Cooke county, Texas, in the spring of 1846," by William R. 
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Strong; and "Early settlement of Walnut Grove," by William E. Epler. 
There are some interesting letters written to P. P. Enos by John P. Rich- 
ardson, Daniel P. Cook, and Ninian Edwards. 

The contents of the Indiana magazine of history for December, 1916, 
bear upon Indiana subjects exclusively: "Monroe county in the Mexican 
war," by H. C. Duncan; "Development of the city school system of In- 
diana" (final installment), by Harold Littell; "Social effects of the 
Monon railway in Indiana," by John Poucher; "Catholic education in 
Indiana," by Elizabeth Denehie; and "Grand Prairie Harmonica! insti- 
tute," by Harry Evans. 

One chapter in the study of the sources of the population of the mid- 
dle western states is that dealing with "Tennessee: a discussion of the 
sources of its population and the lines of immigration," by Stephen B. 
Weeks in the Tennessee historical magazine for December. 

"Early opposition to Thomas Hart Benton," by C. H. McClure (pub- 
lished by the State historical society of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri, 
1916, pp. 151-196) is a reprint of an article published in the Missouri 
historical review, April, 1916. The author produces evidence of a fac- 
tional fight in the state democratic party which had developed to serious 
proportions before 1844 over questions of banking and currency and 
over certain constitutional problems; this fight so undermined Benton's 
hold on the state and on the local democracy that the next half dozen 
years easily completed the democratic schism in Missouri and forced 
Benton's political retirement. 

The first installment of Herbert Rook Edwards' article, "Diplomatic 
relations between France and the republic of Texas, 1836-1845" appears 
in the Southwestern historical quarterly for January. Material also 
relative to Texas history is found in the two short reviews of the life 
Governor George Thomas Wood. 

Mr. Chauneey S. Boucher, of Washington university, St. Louis, has 
published two monographs based on his research in ante-bellum South 
Carolina history: "The ante-bellum attitude of South Carolina to- 
wards manufacturing and agriculture," and "Sectionalism, representa- 
tion, and the electoral question in ante-bellum South Carolina" {Wash- 
ington university studies, 3: part 2, no. 2; and 4: part 2, no. 1. St. 
Louis, April and October, 1916). Those already familiar with Mr. 
Boucher's contributions in this field will welcome these additional 
studies. 
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Students of southwestern history will find interesting material in the 
October, 1916, number of Old Santa Fe. Dorothy Hull contributes 
"Castano de Sosa's expedition to New Mexico in 1590;" R. E. Twitchell 
has translated and edited extracts from the journal of General De Var- 
gas, "The Pueblo revolt of 1696;" and Paul A. F. Walter gives a sketch 
of "William Hayes Pope — the first federal judge of the district of New 
Mexico. ' ' 

The Catholic historical review for January begins with a paper on the 
"Loss and gain in the Catholic church in the United States (1800- 
1916)" in which the Reverend J. F. Regis Canevin meets the charge 
that the church has not held its own in this country for the last century. 
Among other papers are Waldo G. Leland'is "Concerning Cjatholic 
historical societies" and V. F. 'Daniel's "The Right Reverend Juan 
de Las de Altaminana," 

The October, 1916, issue of the South Carolina historical and geneal- 
ogical magazine publishes the first installment of a series of letters of 
John Rutlcdge. 

The Kansas state historical society has just issued a useful little 
pamphlet, A list of books indispensable to a knowledge of Kansas his- 
tory and literature (Topeka, 1916. 16 p.). 

The January number of the Military historian and economist opens 
with Brigadier-General J. F. Morrison's contribution on "A reserve 
army." Mr. J. v. Pflugk-Harttung discusses the "Front and rear of 
the battle-line at Waterloo," and Mr. J. H. Smith "Our preparations 
for the war with Mexico, 1846-48." In addition there are interesting 
opinions relative to the great war and the Mexican situation. 

The Transactions of the Royal society of Canada for September, 1916, 
are made up of the following articles: "La prevote de Quebec," by 
Pierre-Georges Roy; "Au pays natal de Lamartine," by Ernest Cho- 
quette; "Les metamorphoses dans les contes populaires canadiens," by 
C. Marius Barbeau; "The contest for the command of lake Ontario in 
1912 and 1913," by Brigadier-General E. A. Cruikshank; and "Thucy- 
dides and history," by Maurice Hutton. 



